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Methodology

This report represents a data collection process that included a telephone survey and compilation of 
secondary data. A telephone survey was developed by Applied Survey Research (ASR) in collaboration 
with Focus on Prevention. ASR developed survey questions to mirror nationally-validated indicators, 
as well as to meet Focus on Prevention data interests pertaining to attitudes and behaviors associated 
with health and well-being in Stanislaus County.

In September of 2019, 400 Stanislaus County residents were surveyed. Telephone contacts were 
attempted utilizing a combination of random digit dial and targeted sampling of residents 18 years 
or older in Stanislaus County. Potential respondents were selected based on phone number prefixes, 
and quota sampling was employed to obtain the desired demographic distribution of respondents 
across the county.  Quotas were applied for race/ethnicity (White / Black / Asian / Pacific Islander / 
Hispanic / Other) and gender (Male / Female / Other or unknown).  To address the increasing number 
of households without landline telephone service, the sample included wireless-only and wireless/
land-line random digit dial prefixes in Stanislaus County. All cell phone numbers were dialed manually 
(by hand) to comply with Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA) rules. While cell phone numbers 
are selected based on the billing address within the county boundaries, respondents were additionally 
screened for places of residence because cell phones are not necessarily located where the number 
came from originally or where it is billed, in the case of shared plans.

A sample size of 400 residents provides 95% confidence that the opinions of survey respondents do 
not differ from those of the population of Stanislaus County (defined as an adult respondent with 
child/children under the age of 18) by more than +/-4.88%. This “margin of error” is useful in assessing 
how likely it is that the responses observed in the sample would be found in the population of 
residents in Stanislaus County if every resident with a child under the age of 18 were to be polled.

It is important to note that the margin of error is increased as the sample size is reduced. This becomes 
relevant when focusing on particular breakdowns or subpopulations in which the overall sample is 
broken down into smaller groups. In these instances, the margin of error will be larger than the initially 
stated interval of 4.88%. This is especially relevant when considering the breakdowns by race/ethnicity.  
With approximately 90% of Stanislaus County residents identifying as either White or Hispanic or 
Latino, a representative sampling of the county results in a very small number of responses among 
Black, Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian or Alaskan Native, or Multiethnic/Racial respondents. 
Within this report, where race is considered, ‘other’ includes those racial categories.  

Secondary (pre-existing) data were collected from a variety of sources, including but not limited to, 
the U.S. Census Bureau; federal, state, and local government agencies; health care institutions; and 
computerized sources through online databases and the Internet. Whenever possible, multiple years 
of data were collected to present trends.

0%

80%

White Hispanic
or Latino

Other*Overall

27% 16% 34% 41% 31% 24%

Young 
Children 
less than 
6 years

Children 
older than 6 

years and  
less than 18

36



DEMOGRAPHICS
1    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

2    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

3    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

4    Applied Survey Research, Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-Being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 391.

5    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

Endnotes

Works Cited

HEALTH
1    The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2018). 2018 Kids Count Data Book: State Trends in Child Well-

being. Retrieved from https://www.aecf.org/resources/2018-kids-count-data-book/

2    Kidsdata.org. (2018). Summary: Health Status. Retrieved from https://www.kidsdata.org/
topic/97/health-status/summary#jump=why-important

3     Kidsdata.org. (2018). Summary: Child Abuse and Neglect. Retrieved from https://www.
kidsdata.org/topic/2/child-abuse-and-neglect/summary#jump=why-important. And, Child 
Trends Databank. (2016). Child maltreatment. Retrieved from https://www.childtrends.org/
indicators?research-topic%5B%5D=child-maltreatment-child-welfare

4    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

5    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 396; White n: 154; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 56.

6    Food Action & Research Center (n.d.). Why Low-Income and Food-Insecure People are 
Vulnerable to Poor Nutrition and Obesity. Retrieved from https://frac.org/obesity-health

7    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 398; White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 164; Other n: 58; Male n: 189; Female n: 203.

8    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 32. 

9    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 32; White n: 13; Hispanic or Latino n: 11; Other n: 6.

10   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 386; White n: 151; Hispanic or Latino n: 158; Other n: 57.

11   UCLA Center for Health Policy Research. (2019). California Health Interview Survey, 2013-17. 

12     Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 364; White n: 150; Hispanic or Latino n: 139; Other n: 57; Male n: 177; Female n: 182. 

13   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 391.

14   California Department of Public Health (2019). County Health Status Profile, 2011-2017.

15  California Department of Public Health. County Health Status Profile, 2011-2017 (2019).

16   KidsData.org. (2019). California Healthy Kids Survey Hospitalizations for Mental Health Issues, 
by Age Group, 2012-2016.

17   2018 California Children’s Report Card (2018). Mental Health & Building Resilience. Retrieved 
from https://www.childrennow.org/reports/

37

https://www.aecf.org/resources/2018-kids-count-data-book/
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/97/health-status/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/97/health-status/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/2/child-abuse-and-neglect/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/2/child-abuse-and-neglect/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators?research-topic%5B%5D=child-maltreatment-child-welfare
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators?research-topic%5B%5D=child-maltreatment-child-welfare
https://frac.org/obesity-health
https://www.childrennow.org/reports/


En
dn

ot
es

STRONG & SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS
1      National Education Association Education Policy and Practice Department. (2008). Parent, 

Family, Community Involvement in Education. Retrieved from http://www.nea.org/assets/
docs/PB11_ParentInvolvement08.pdf

2     National Conference of State Legislatures. (2018). Two-Generation Strategies Toolkit. Retrieved 
from www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/two-generationstrategies-toolkit.aspx

3     Kidsdata.org. (2018). School Connectedness. Retrieved from https://www.kidsdata.org/
topic/646/school-connectedness-grade/table#jump=why-important

4     KidsData.org. (2019). California Healthy Kids Survey Youth Connectedness, by Age Group, 2011-
2015.

5     Measure of America. (2018). Disconnected Youth. Retrieved from http://www.
measureofamerica.org/disconnected-youth/

6     United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 Public Use Microdata Sample from the 
American Community Survey

7     WestEd Health and Human Development Program for the California Department of 
Education. (2015-16). California Healthy Kids Survey, Stanislaus County Secondary Main Report. 

8     California Department of Justice. (2019). 2012-2018 OpenJustice. California Department of 
Finance (2019). 2010-2016 E-4 Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State.

9     California Department of Justice. (2019). 2012-2018 OpenJustice. California Department of 
Finance (2019). 2010-2016 E-4 Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and the State.

10  Pan Pacific Safe Communities Network.  Retrieved from http://ppscn.org

11    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 397; Male n: 190; Female n: 203.

12   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 397; White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 56; Young Children less than 6 
years n: 164; Children Older than 6 years and less than 18 n: 233.

13   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 399; White n: 156; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 58; Male n: 190; Female n: 204.

18   Ten Leading Causes of Death and Injury (2014). Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/injury/
wisqars/leadingcauses.html

19   Cal-SCHLS (2019). California Healthy Kids Survey Suicide Ideation, by School Grade, 2014-2017.

20   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 377; Male n: 181; Female n: 193; White n: 150; Hispanic or Latino n: 156; Other n: 54. 

21    2018 California Children’s Report Card (2018). Mental Health & Building Resilience. Retrieved 
from https://www.childrennow.org/reports/2019

22     Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 148.

23    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 388.

24    Feeding America (2017). Map the Meal Gap 2017: Child Food Insecurity in California by County 
in 2015. Retrieved from https://map.feedingamerica.org/

38

http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/PB11_ParentInvolvement08.pdf
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/PB11_ParentInvolvement08.pdf
http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/two-generationstrategies-toolkit.aspx
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/646/school-connectedness-grade/table#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/646/school-connectedness-grade/table#jump=why-important
http://www.measureofamerica.org/disconnected-youth/
http://www.measureofamerica.org/disconnected-youth/
http://ppscn.org
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/leadingcauses.html
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/leadingcauses.html
https://www.childrennow.org/reports/2019
https://map.feedingamerica.org/


Endnotes

14   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 399.

15   Attended meetings… n: 391; White n: 153; Hispanic or Latino n: 160; Other n: 58; Participated in 
faith… n: 388; White n: 154; Hispanic or Latino n: 159; Other n: 57; Participated in faith… Overall 
n: 388; White n: 154; Hispanic or Latino n: 159; Other n: 57; Volunteered with a local group… n: 
394; White n: 154; Hispanic or Latino n: 163; Other n: 57.

16   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 397.

17   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 395.

18   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 394; White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 162; Other n: 58.

19   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 393.

20  Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 320.

21   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Housing Costs n: 396; Jobs that pay enough to support a family n: 397; Stress n: 396.

22  Child Trends Data Bank. Neighborhood Safety. Retrieved from https://www.childtrends.org/
indicators

23  Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019). 
Overall n: 393; White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 161; Other n: 58; Male n: 189; Female n: 200.

24  Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, 
(2019).2019 – Now n: 397: Future n: 377.

FIRST RATE EDUCATION
1    Kidsdata.org. (2018). Summary: Early Care and Education. Retrieved from https://www.

kidsdata.org/topic/19/early-care-and-education/summary#jump=why-important 

2    Kidsdata.org. (2018). Summary: High School Graduation. Retrieved from https://www.kidsdata.
org/topic/21/high-school-graduation/summary#jump=why-important. And, Child Trends 
Databank. (2018). High school dropout rates. Retrieved from https://www.childtrends.org/
indicators/high-school-dropout-rates 

3    The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2018). 2018 Kids Count Data Book: State Trends in Child Well-
being. Retrieved from https://www.aecf.org/resources/2018-kids-count-data-book/

4    California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress. (2019). 2016-2018 Test Results for 
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics.

5    California Department of Education. (2019). 2012-2018 Educational Demographics Office.

6    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

7    Child Trends Databank. (2015, December). Parental Education. Retrieved from https://www.
childtrends.org/indicators

8    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

9    Child Trends Databank. (2015, November). High School Dropout Rates. Retrieved from https://
www.childtrends.org/indicators

39

https://www.childtrends.org/indicators
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/19/early-care-and-education/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/19/early-care-and-education/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/21/high-school-graduation/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.kidsdata.org/topic/21/high-school-graduation/summary#jump=why-important
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators/high-school-dropout-rates
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators/high-school-dropout-rates
https://www.aecf.org/resources/2018-kids-count-data-book/
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators
https://www.childtrends.org/indicators


HEALTHY ECONOMY
1    Hernandez, D.J., & Napierala, J.S. (2017, February 6). Children's experience with parental 

employment insecurity and family income inequality. New York, NY: Foundation for Child 
Development. Retrieved from https://www.fcd-us.org/childrens-experience-parental-
employment-insecurity-family-income-inequality/. And, Yeung, W.J., Linver, M.R., & Brooks-
Gunn, J. (2002, November/ December). How money matters for young children's development: 
Parental investment and family processes. Child Development, 73(6), 1861-1879.

2    Richter, L.M. (2016, December 9). Why children are the key to economic growth. Retrieved 
from https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/the-first-1-000-days-of-a-childs-life-are-the-
most-important-to-their-development-and-our-economic-success/

3    State of California Employment Development Department, Labor Market Information 
Division. (2019). 2012-2018 Industry Employment & Labor Force.

4    United States Census Bureau (2019), 2014-2018. American Community Survey 1-year Estimates. 
Table B23008. Percentage calculated from children living with either one or both parents, 
where either both or single-parent, are unemployed.

5    California Child Care Resource & Referral Network, California Child Care Portfolio (2019); Cost 
data are from the Child Care Regional Market Rate Survey, 2016. Retrieved from  https://cappa.
memberclicks.net/assets/CDE/2016-17/2016%20ca%20market%20rate%20survey%20final%20
report%202.pdf

6    United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

7   United States Census Bureau. (2019). 2014-2018 American Community Survey 1-year estimates.

8    National Association of Home Builders. (2019). 2011-2017 NAHB - Wells Fargo Housing 
Opportunity Index (HOI), 1st Quarter.

9    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 397; White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 58; Young Children less than 6 
years n: 162; Children Older than 6 years and less than 18 n: 235.

10   Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 58.

11    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
White n: 155; Hispanic or Latino n: 165; Other n: 58.

12    United States Census Bureau (2019), 2014-2018. American Community Survey 1-year 
Estimates. Table B23008.

13    Alamo, C. & Uhler, B. (2015). The Legislative’s Analyst’s Office. California’s high housing costs: 
Causes and consequences. Retrieved from https://lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-
costs/housing-costs.aspx

14    Applied Survey Research. Stanislaus Youth and Family Well-being Spotlight Survey, (2019).
Overall n: 367; White n: 146; Hispanic or Latino n: 152; Other n: 54; Young Children less than 6 
years n: 149; Children Older than 6 years and less than 18 n: 218.

En
dn

ot
es

Note: Source links are valid as of 2/24/2020.

40

https://www.fcd-us.org/childrens-experience-parental-employment-insecurity-family-income-inequality/
https://www.fcd-us.org/childrens-experience-parental-employment-insecurity-family-income-inequality/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/the-first-1-000-days-of-a-childs-life-are-the-most-important-to-their-development-and-our-economic-success/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/01/the-first-1-000-days-of-a-childs-life-are-the-most-important-to-their-development-and-our-economic-success/
https://cappa.memberclicks.net/assets/CDE/2016-17/2016%20ca%20market%20rate%20survey%20final%20report%202.pdf
https://cappa.memberclicks.net/assets/CDE/2016-17/2016%20ca%20market%20rate%20survey%20final%20report%202.pdf
https://cappa.memberclicks.net/assets/CDE/2016-17/2016%20ca%20market%20rate%20survey%20final%20report%202.pdf
https://lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx
https://lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx



